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Maria Theresa herself did not wish to divulge the
reasons for her refusal to take part in the coronation;
and if she did not care to discuss a subject, her face
became stern and forbidding beyond her years. Ulfeld,
however, invented his own theories for her refusal.
" I have done my best/* he wrote to Francis, " but
Your Royal Highness knows that when Her Majesty
has once made up her mind there is nothing to be won
by persuasion. She gave me no answer, except that
she refused to be crowned. Moreover, she said that if
she believed that her presence in Frankfort would cause
any attempt to be made to surprise her into submission
to the ceremony, she would decide at once to remain
away. I tried in vain to find out the reason for her
decision. So far as I can guess, though I may be wrong,
she feels that, having twice been crowned as a King,
there would be something derogatory in being crowned
as a consort. In fact, she said one day, that as far as
coronations were concerned, she would keep to the sex
—the male sex—that had been assigned to her on such
occasions, I represented to Her Majesty that if it was
past hope that she should change her mind, it would
be wiser at least not to announce her intention. The
necessary paraphernalia could be sent to Frankfort,
and she could excuse herself on the grounds of her
physical condition/*
Maria Theresa never left any record of the reasons
for her decision. Perhaps she wanted to be merely a
spectator on Francis's great day, so that, for once, she
coidd look up to him, so that she could see him receive
honours, which she had prepared but which he seemed
to have earned by himself. Besides, had she been
crowned with him, more attention would have been
shown her than him. Perhaps, too, in common with

